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A Navy Grand Dame 
by Faye E. White 
Early in 1909, as the country 
prepared to bid farewell to Presi· 
dent Theodore Roosevelt, it wit· 
nessed perhaps one of his great· 
est accomplishments as well as 
one of 1he greatest feats in U.S. 
Naval history-the return of lhe 
Great Whtte Fleet. No world 
power had ever attempted to 
send steam·powered ships 
around lhe world to !his date, yet 
ours included sixteen ships, trav· 
eling 43,000 miles in nineteen 
months. Although a tremendous 
success, the U.S. Navy realized 
that because their officers were 
indeed international ambassa· 
den, the'f needed special training 
and education beyond a bache-
lor's degree level. 
A total of 4,750 cadets were 
graduated from the school during its. 
eleven months of operation. A 
wooden tower and two hangars at 
the Monterey Airport are all that is 
left of the school's auxiliary air sta· 
tion. (Well, that and the memory of 
a football team, the Navyators, 
ranked eighth nationally in the AP 
poll!) 
Four months later, in June 
1909, the Secretary of the Navy 
signed a General Order estab-
lishing a "School of Mame En· 
gineering." Its first modest quar· 
ters included two attic rooms in 
a Naval Academy building in 
Annapolis. In 1912, when it was 
renamed the Postgraduate De-
partment of the Naval Academy, 
curricular offerings were ex-
Lieutenant Edward F. Leonard, USN son of Mr. and Mrs. B.L Leonard, 
raceives the Distinguished Aylng Cross from Captain Frank T. Watkins, USN, 
Commmandlng Officer of the U.S. Naval School, general line at Monterey, 
Callfomla • Lieutenant Leonard, a former student at the Naval School, re· 
calved the Navy's highest flying award for outstanding and meritorious 
achievement as command pilot of a pevateer patrol bomber oparatlng from 
lwo Jlma, 11nlan and Palawan against Japanese shipping from February to 
June 1945. 
As the events of our country's 
history affected the development of 
our armed forces, so too did they in· 
ftuence commercial enterprises. 
While the Naval Postgraduate 
School can credit the Great White 
Fleet for its origins, the Del Monte 
Hotel had the completion of the 
transcontinental railroad to thank. 
Four California "rail barons,· Leland 
Stanford, Charles Crocker, Mark 
Hopkins, and Collis Huntington, 
were made famous and wealthy by 
their role in the railroad. They 
formed the Pacific Improvement 
Company which purchased 7,000 
acres on the Peninsula and began 
building the grand hotel. 
Completed in just 100 days at a 
cost of $1,000,000, the hotel 
opened on June 3, 1880. The origi· 
nal picturesque structure was mod-
eled after great hotels in Europe 
panded to include radio telegraphy, ordnance and gunnery, electrical en-
gineering, naval construction, and civil engineering. 
The movement of the school's history parallels the world at war. In 
1919, while the world recovered from the primarily land and sea battles of 
World War I, the name Naval Postgraduate School came into use and !he 
school expanded its programs to include aeronautical and aerological 
engineering departments. 
During Wortd War II, the Untted States found itself in a massive air war. 
As the demand for pilots grew, 1he Navy began requisitioning hotels as pre-
flight training schools. Because they needed a facility in an area wtth a 
temperate climate year round, Monterey, California was a good choice. In 
1942, the Navy acqlired the Del Monte Hotel and in February of 1943, 250 
pre·flight cadets reported aboard. Classes were originally held in Powers 
Hall, the building which now houses the bookstore and Catholic Chapel. 
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and was advertised worldwide. "The Riviera of America" one advertise-
ment read, it boasted hot and cold running water and a telephone in ev· 
ery room! Heads of State, European Royalty, and Hollywood movie stars 
were all guests of the Del Monte Hotel. 
The current structure is the third hotel, as the first two original build· 
ings were lost to fire, one in 1887 and another in 1924. The wings and 
some back portions of the main building remained useable, but the cur-
rent Del Monte was rebuilt in a Mediterranean style and reopened in 1926. 
Despite the setback of the 1924 fire, the Del Monte Hotel thrived dur· 
ing the "roaring '20s. • Its opulence and glamour reftected 1he attitude and 
desire of the country's elite. But after the Stock Market crash of 1929, the 
hotel never again turned a proftt. The Great Depression changed Amer· 
ica's lifestyle and the "Del Monte habit" was no longer realistic. After the 




the prenight training center. In 1944, when the center was closed, the Navy 
continued to occupy the Del Monte for use as Class A schools, training elec· 
tronic technicians and radiomen. They also continued to maintain the Na-
val Auxiliary Air Station. But the Del Monte never was used again as a com-
mercial enterprise. 
In 1947, Congress passed legislation authorizing funds to relocate the 
Naval Postgraduate School. The Navy then purchased the hotel and sur· 
rounding 627 acres for approximately $2.5 million and in December 1951, 
moved the Postgraduate School from its Annapolis home to the Del Monte 
grounds. Admiral Ernest E. Herrmann was superintendent of the school 
during the move and helped to expearte Congressional legislation, as well 
as buffBf' hostile attitudes from the Annapolis business community. The move 
included 500 families and 3,000,000 pounds of equipment. 
In 1952, following the death of Admiral Herrmann, the Del Monte Hotel 
was renamed Herrmann Hall. It has continued to house the genBf'al busi· 
ness offices and dining halls for the school, while classrooms wBf'e slowly 
moved to othBf' campus buildings as they were built in the mid-1950s. 
In his book on the history of Monterey, More Than Memories, Randall A. 
Reinstedt may have summed up the relationship between the Naval Post· 
graduate School and the Del Monte Hotel best when he said, "With its repu-
tation for traveling first class, the Navy felt right at home in the elegant struc· 
ture." 
(Note: The writer wishes to thank John Sanders, Deputy Public Affairs 
Officer of the Postgraduate School, for giving his valuable time and sharing 
his research, knowledge and enthusiasm for the school's history.] 
Graduation exercises from within the Barbara McNltt Ballroom. Date 
unknown: mostllkely In lhe earty 1950's, shortly after lhe move of the Na-
val Postgraduate School to Monterey. 
Captain H.F. MacComsey, USN Commanclng Officer of lhe U.S. Naval 
AJr Station, Oakland, Callfomla, reads commissioning orders to the Naval 
Reserve Aviation Volunteer Untt # 4 at ceremonies at the U.S. Naval Aux-
fflary Air Station at Monterey. 
An officer student of the U.S. Naval School, general line, Monterey, Call-
fomla and his wife relax on the banks of a picturesque pond on the former 
Hotel Del Monte grounds. In the rear Is shown the administration building 
of lhe Naval School. 
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